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Abstract

This paper clarifies the relationships between abeyance and abolishment of Kushiro
Railway and Iwanai Horse Tramway and the climate in Hokkaido. Kushiro Railway made
improvements to common carrier leased line of its utility railways when board member Zenjiro
Yasuda also worked as a representative for a company mining for brimstone in the mountain
of Ioh. However, its railway had been forced to close for about one third of a year due to
accumulated snow. Because mining companies stopped mining the mountains for brimstone,
the Hokkaido government bought Kushiro Railway's inactive railways. However, complications
arose between the Hokkaido government, which had assumed to pay cash for the railways,
and the Board of Audit, which had bought out engines, vehicles, and stocking materials for the
railways. Although the Iwanai Horse Tramway had been constructed between Iwanai Town
on the coast of the Japan Sea and Kozawa Village along the Hokkaido Railway after Japan
Government Railway (J.G.R.) had opened the Hakodate Line, it was also forced to close
for about one third of a year due to accumulated snow. However, J. G.R. was able to save
costs for maintenance of tracks and vehicles by closing tramway. Because J. G. R. decided to
construct light railway, after a short time the Iwanai Horse Tramway had closed the tramway

was abolished because its roadbeds had become affordable.

Key words : Kushiro Railway, Iwanai Horse Tramway, Zenjiro Yasuda, accumulated snow,
Hokkaido

_18_



