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Abstract

Painting of the Buddha's life on Zushi door panels from Seiryoji Temple

Aya TAKATA

The doors of a Zushi shrine located in the Shakado of Seiryuji Temple are adorned with
paintings on all four sides. These doors consist of a total of eight panels, with the artwork
painted on the inner surfaces. Based on the style of depicting mountains and trees, it is
estimated that these paintings date back to the late 16th to early 17th centuries during the
Muromachi period.

The content of the paintings narrates episodes from the life of Buddha, comprising a series
of eighteen scenes depicted in a clockwise sequence, starting from his birth in the Tushita
Heaven and culminating with the distribution of his relics. However, several aspects of the
artwork raise intriguing questions. For example, The scene “Offering of Grass is a pre-
conquest event of ‘Conquest of Mara” , but in this Zushi, it is depicted as a post-conquest
scene, raising questions about the sequence of the paintings.

Furthermore, in the lower portion of the scene illustrating the “Setting in Motion the
Wheel of the Dharma” , two elephants are depicted, which does not align with the typical
interpretation of the “Conquest of the Drunken Elephant” . It is conceivable that the upper
part of the “First Turning of the Dharma Wheel” scene relates to an earlier teaching, possibly
representing the initial sermon, and is connected to later teachings. Numerous aspects of these

paintings remain enigmatic, leaving ample room for further examination and analysis

Key words : (DSeiryoji Zushi @Life of Buddha story painting 3Zushi






