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The Common Forest and the Sango-group-Communes
combined by a Common Forest

—In the Case of Manzai-yama in Nara Prefecture—
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Summary

Manzai-yama which is Jocated on the eastern siope of Kongo mountains
had been utilized as common forest among twenty-two communes which had
been subject to Manzais. Manzais was one of the local powers growing on
the manors of Kofukuji temple and was called Kokumin.

It is said that the system and institution to utilize this common forest
had already been established in the latter half of the middle ages and those
communes had consisted Manzai-go which had been under the rule of Man-
zais.

Manzai-yama was so-called joint property belonged to Manzai-go and had
been devided among neither communes nor farms through the Yedo era.
Though this group of communes decreased its number in the middle of Yedo
era when two communes withdrew from it, these communes had been uni-
fied as a sango-group and functioned as the institution to manage the
common forest up to modern ages.

In 1903~1905 when more intensive use of common forest interested the
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people in this district, this historical common forest was devided and redis-
tributed in two ways 1) northern part, among sango member twenty com-
munes 2) southern part, among all the individual farms in the area. In
this stage of transformation in forest ownership, the sango-group sustained
it and did not loosen inter-communal relations. But in 1948 when the remain-
ed northern part was devided as well among individual farms, forest
union, the former sango, lost its raison d’étre and Manzai-yama as common
forest dissolved finally.



