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The Category of Person in Japanese
Noriko Kimura

Summary

The word “hito” in Japanese singly means outsider as well as people or
persons. In the old Japanese this word was often used in a single context
alongside of “ware” or “nare” indecating a third person. From the ancient,
in the Japanese language, the third-person didn't have its own pronoun, so
in pointing out any third person, another demonstrative pronoun was used
which pointed out "mono” — thing, “tokoro” — place or “kata” — direction.
But this doesn’t merely mean that the demonstrative pronoun was used in
place of the third-person pronoun or that the third-person pronoun in the
old Japanese language was undeveloped. That fact has a deep relation to
the consciousness of the Japanese people and our own culture. Therefore,
first of all, we should start to research in our unconscious semse about

person and human relation.
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