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Summary

In the introduction of this paper I describe the historical development of the faith
in Prince Shotoku, and explain that Shinran came to worship the Prince only under
an influence of the Japaness Tendai, especially of Jien (Jichin).

In the maindiscourse I show first that Shinran received five mysterious messages
from the Prince in his dreams, and then attempt to define the meaning of each mes—
sage. Lastly, disclosing that while Shinran looks upon the Prince as a historical per-
son, he regards him as an incarnation of Amida Buddha, I demonstrate that the latter

view of the Prince is peculiarly Shinran’s own,



