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Opinion Survey concerning Early Childhood Education

among Housewives and Female College Students
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Summary

In today’s Japan the task of educating preschool children is undertaken by the two
kinds of institutions, day-care centers and kindergartens. Although both are based on
the same principle of nursery, their functions are different in many ways. But the
difference has often been missunedrstood by many people.

Accordingly, the author has conducted an opinion survey concerning this problem
among housewives and female college students in both urban and rural areas. The
results are as follows:

1. It is believed that in kindergartens children can receive some sort of education,
but in day-care centers they are left to play freely.

2. It is believed that nurses at day-care centers are simply replacing their mothers.

3. Tt is believed that nurses at day-care centers are poorly paid in spite of their
hard works.

4. It is generally desired to bring up children at home or by sending them to kinde-
rgartens instead of sending them te day—care, centers.

5. Special facilities for physically or mentally handicapped children are generally
regarded as a depressing place to work there.

6. It is desired that welfare facilities should be increased and such social atmosphere
should be created that everybody could work willingly in this area.

As it can be seen in this survey, it is earnestly hoped to elevate the social status
of nurses in day—-care centers in order not only to recognize them as professionals
but also to guarantee the healthy development of own children. It is also necessary
to build a society in which facilities for exceptional children are fully furnished and

many students are willing to go to work in this area.



