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The Idea of a Disguise and the Origin in OTOGI ZOSHI "HACHIKAZUK!”
Hiromichi Suzuki

Summary

One of the books in manuscript which seemed to be similar of the legend which
had become the origin of OTOGI ZOSHI “HACHIKAZUKI” is kept in Neyagawa
City Hall. When we consider the contents and the postscript, we can predicate that
this hook is the same form of the original legend. But at least, it seems that the
basis of the contents of the legend makes no great difference from this SHIYAKU-
SHO-BON (a hook of N. City Hall). Next, the bowl which was used as the disguise
goods for heroine in HACHIKAZUKI or SHIYAKUSHO-BON was once the thing
for divine spirit to dwell, as well as a plate, a pot or a jar. And it also seems to
have been a symbol of “women’s pubes” in the other means. Women’s pubes is tra—
ditionally believed to have the spiritual power or mana. A lot of unacountable phe-
nomena which are related to “the bowl” in many stories can be logically solved by
considering the spiritual power or mana of the women’s pubes. But I think the author
of “HACHIKAZUKI” doesn’t write about women’s pubes at all. I think the author
earnestly tried to unite the spiritual power of the bowl with the miracle of [TASE
AVALOKITESVARA.

Acecordingly we can say "HHACHIKAZUKT” is a kind of a sexual folk story with
women’s pubes as its setting. And we ean also imagine that the origin is probably

NEYA-NO-CHOJA legend from the geographical point of view of Neya region.



