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Summary

I have already shown the status of Buddhist’s home worship altar industry in our
country in my former papers. This time I surveyed the same industry in Kyushu,
especially of Fukushima in Northern and of Kawanabe in South-Kyushu,

In Kyushu there are seen so many Shin-shu believers next to Hokuriku, It is
obvious that in this Sect man ought to have a gorgeous golden lacquer altar, by
which he worships Ami-tabha, not his ancestors like other Sect does. Therefore they
hoped to have such golden altars from old time, but previously these altars were
made only in Kyoto and its environs like Hikone or Nagoya, and nowhere in Kyushu.
Accordingly those pious believers could not satisfy their desires of having such
altars for a long time. But at the biginning of 19th century at Fukushima appeared
for the first time the primitive Buddhist altar made by Towatari Sansaku, and there-
after this manufacturing gradually developed here. Now Fukushima has become the
manufacturing center of this industry.

In Kagoshima and Miyazaki prefectures of Southern Kyushu, Shin-shu Sect had
been prohibited by the Feudal Lland Lord Shimazu, and the believers wereobliged to keep
their faith secretly. But as soon as the Meiji Era began, the freedom of belief was
declared by the New Government and believers bought altars contentiously. Thus the
manufacturing of altars started here in Kawanabe under the technical guidances of
workers of Fukushima at the middle period of Meiji Era. At present Kawanabe has
become one of the manufacturing center of this industry in Japan. The characteris-
tics of Kawanabe’s products are to make the small sized, cheaper but more beautiful
altars than any other products in Japan. Kawanabe is situated very far from the
main producing areas in the middle part of Japan, and this is the chief reason of
rapid development and also of prosperity of this industry.



