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IGU, Commission on the History of Geographical Thought, Geographers, Or A methodological
note on the writing of an international bibliographical work on geographers.

AN A

6. Anyone who made a recognisable contribution to geographical thought may be included, and
not only those who were described as geographers holding appointments in universities. Many
others have made valuable contributions to geographical thought who would be described as
cartographers, geologists, hydrologists, economists, explorers, urban specialists, or historians.
Their contribution may have eventually proved to be more important than anyone realised at
the time.
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Summary

Concerning to the geography of Daniel Defoe, the author of famous ‘Robinson
Crusce’, J. N. L. Baker already discussed in his paper in 1931. Bul in Japan almost
none of geographer noticed about Defoe’s geography so far. Present writer read
the paper ‘Daniel Defoe and Geography’ at the meeting of the Human Geographical
Society of Japan in June, 1974 and presented its summary in ‘Human Geography’
Vol, 26:5. But after that the writer had to engage in the bibliographical work on
Japanese geographers by the request of Commission on the Hislory of Geographical
Thought (the Chairman, Ph. Pinchemel, the Secretary, T. W. Freeman) of International
Geographical Union (IGU). This Commission offered the theme including the problem
‘Who is a geographer?’ to the members of the work of writing the biobibliography,
Seeing the theme of the Commission, the writer was surprised that the definition
of geographer of the Commission was so much alike to his presentation which
appeared in ‘Geography in Modern Japan’ in 1971. So, the writer, putting aside the
biographical work of IGU, looked back on the geographical works of Daniel Defoe,
and examined how Defor was a geographer in true sense, Reviewing his career as
tradesman and journalist, the writer has found how he inclined to geography and
its neighbouring disciplines. In ‘Robinson Crusoe’, especially in “The Farther Adven-
tures of Robinson Crusoe’ and in ‘Captain Singleton’, there are many interesting
topics related to geography. The most characteristic work of him from the side of
geography will be ‘A Tour thro’ the Whole Island of Great Britain’ in 1724-6. It
was the epoch-making regional geographical work in the form of the travell book,
which threw light to the development of British geography, as well as to Japanese
geography, if we carefully study this book. As the word ‘geographer’ means
etymologically the reporter of the face of the earth, Daniel Defoe may be called a
geographer solely by this work., The writer discussed the furthermore reasons to
call him a geographer in this paper, and have appreciated him an unique geographer,
far higher-leveled one than the IGU annoucement.



