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#1 Isojako D@

—
| 17571808 1809~1825 1826~1848  BFoocn o
FEfT e -
B FEGK L) ha % ha % ha % ty=barrel %
Uusimaa 464,477 9.4 45551 2.8 99,761 1.8| 175389 10,9
Turku & Pori| 1,007,495 22,3 266,979 16.6 166,037 3.0 | 268,575 16.7
Hame 649,392 13.2 155,346 9.6 225465 4.1 15,759 9.4
Viipuri — — 1,283,683 23.4| 328,344 20.4
Mikkeli 162,084 3.3 155027 9.6 749,487 13.6| 134695 8.4
Kuopio 1,048,124 2.3 222,606 13,8 1,055,746 19.2| 210,913 13.1
Vaasa 1,087,632 22,1 449,730 27.9 842,251 153 | 251,311 15.6
Oulu 115,783 2.4 327,570 20.3 1,074,200 19.5| 91,735 5.7
5 4,924,987 100 1,612,899 100  5496,630 100 | 1,610,708 100

7 : Isojako iR EIE maatila hallitus (EEHBE) ¥k
18354ED U HET V. Vooinmaa (£ £ 3,

WMEOCHRESE, vy —4iEi2 Eteli-Pohjanmaa 479 #k v = — O, Oulu
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THEEXNILH - 7B

1B09ELIEIZZ 4 5 FRAD s —F oML, 0y PEROFERTICA S,
B5%% Savo %> Karjala 7Z& OB ZEHnA, Pohjois - Pohjanmaa 7 & @ dbEE4E ¥ W & T
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Summary

Agrarrevolution in Finland started in the middle of 18th century when she was
under the rule of neighbouring Sweden. The legal basis for this movement was on
the Storskiftetsstadgan issued in 1749 at Stockholm. The viewpoints of this probtem
are so varied that the Finnish term Isojako corresponding to Swedish Storskifte
has been translated as agrarrevolution, great land division, enclosure, reallotment and
SO on.

The idea of Storskifte=Isojako was first presented by Jacob Faggot, Director of
Royal Land Survey Office, through his pamphlet titled “Svenska lantsbrukets hinder
och hjalp” in 1746 in which he accused iraditional field system based upon over-
splitted strips and consequent dispersed land ownership and field compulsion com-
pelled by village community,

Faggot’s idea might have been affected by the success of English parliamentary
enclosure and too radical for the conservative farmers to accept at once. But down
to 1775, the law was modified several times and regional characteristics were respected
that this became acceptable for farmers in Finland as well as in Sweden. At the
final stage of its modification the law claimed only the redistribution of arable land
to reduce the number of strips belonging io each farm less than four. The new tax
system carried out by the Crown was expected to accompany reorganization of field
system but this moderate and acceptable legislation realized nothing in fact but
reduction of number of strips to some extent e. g. from 100 to 25. Though there
were no countable change in rural landscape and the rural community remained as
before, the Storskifte=Isojako has innegligible meanings for the society in this
region as the starting point of great reformation because the absolute common land
ownership lost its basis and private land ownership won its sirong foothold legally,

In Finland the conditions to reform the land ownership were different from region
to region. In south-western provinces, Uusimaa, Varsinais-Suomi, Hame and Etela-
Pohjanmaa, the coastal regions were colonized and reclaimed by Swedes at early
stage and there developed big villages with open field system. There was left no
frontier and each village territory was divided by settled border. Common forest
which had been dominant there was gradually staked out by cleared arable parcels
privately owned by individual community members.

In contrast with this, Eastern Finland was frontier itself. The capable arable lands
by the innumerable lakes and on the independent hilltops were covered by vast
forest. No idea of land ownership had been established there and only the concepts
of right to utilize the forest ruled this area. Burn-beating was the only farming
method in eastern Finland and people lived in temporal and isolated house not to
settle down in big villages. When the population increased, it was absorbed in the
virgin forest.
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To compare with other countries, e. g. England, Germany and France, the preced-
ing conditions of reformation in Sweden and Finland were prepared no less in the
common forest than on the arable, Before the law in 1749, there had been no move-
ment of arable land consolidation in Finland as well as in Sweden but in Etela-
Pohjanmaa, e. g., the advance of land clearance had begun the partition of common
forest under the leadership of farmers, In this sense the Isojako was accepted
willingly by the farmers so far as it was the problem of forest land. As for the con-
solidation of open field and dispersion of farms they resisted against the authority
with some exceptions as in Laihia in Etela-Pohjanmaa.

In Savo, the central lake district, the burn-beating farming was gradually chang-
ing to settled arable farming and the farmers were developing small hamlets separat-
ed each other by water, This situation favoured Isojako to be carried out there,
As a matter of fact, it was almost unnecessary because the situation there had not
been far away from what the Isojako aimed.

In Karjala, the eastern-most and wildest part, the farmers were dependent upon
the burn-beating of self-suffciency and even the staking out of the forest did not
match their traditional economic system.

In the context of West-European economic sphere and its enlargement, South-
western Finland was involved in it earlier than Inland and Eastern Finland, and it
had started to play a roll, though moderate, as peripheral supplyer of grain for West-
European market. The burn-beating area had been outside of this developing
economic organization.

To conclude, Isojako was carried out to various extent in regions according to
respective agricultural systems dominant, settlement pattern, land ownership and the
relation to modern economic sphere. And though some parts of North-and Eastern-
Finland were left untouched and vast forest were included in national forest in con-
trast with the private of the rest of the country, Isojako is considered as the first
stepstone followed by successive reformation, Uusjako,



