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Summary

Goryo-shinko is the belief in the personal souls which left their traces of
remarkable actions for people to have retentive memories, This belief came into
existence after bringing the concept of Ritsuryo-system from China, that is, it was in
the 8C when Kanryo-sei (Bureaucratic-system) was fixed based on this Ritsuryo-
system, However this belief was in full flourish from the 9C to the 10C, when the
civil life began to take a new turn rapidly in various ways. The epidemic was
prevalent at those days and this epidemic caused by the work of the Goryo (soul).
People thought that soul of a man, who was defeated in his political life and suffered
death with a lasting regret being an exile from home, returned to Miyako (Kyoto)
and worked in an evil way,

This belief is related deeply with the Heian-kyo (Xyoto) or the civil life in the
Heian-kyo, and 1 prescribe this Gorye as the Heian-kyo City god. Regarding this
City god, Max Weber indicates in his book “Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft” and he
takes up stand point of view that City god (Stadtgotl) did not exist in the Orient.
Certainly City god did not exist in Japan as seen in “Antike” in the occident,
however Goryo-god had been the City god of the Heian-kyo imperfectly and it had
been the civil god after the middle of the 9C, when the Heian-kyo was made clear
as the metropolis,



