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On the Buddhist Family Altar Manufacturing in Mikawa
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Summary

City of Nagoya, Okazaki and its neighbouring region (Owari-Mikawa) are one of the
mcst religious regions, where “Shin-Shu” or the Shin sect prevails. In our country,
the Shin sect believers are commonly so pious that they want to furnish their homes
with deluxe altars. ‘Therefore, from ancient times to the present, Buddhist altars are
much demanded in this region. ‘To satisfy this demand, there occurred in Nagoya,
Okazaki and their neighbouring region altar making manufactories, which are prosper-
ous still now. We treat all about the present condition of this manufacture from the
viewpoint of traditional industrial geography.

In Mikawa are 78 Toivas or maker and dealers, each of which has several subcons
tractors. These subcontractors are specialized into 8 manufacturing processes. As-
sembling the parts from the specialists, a maker makes up an altar. Thus a maker and
its dispersed subcontractors have formed a set of traditional domestic industry. At
present, the production of family altar making in Mikawa ranks forth next to Nagoya
in our country, and was praised recently by the Minister of Industrial and Commercial
Offiice as a traditions] domestic handmaking industry which should be protected by

government,



