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summary

Since Carl Ritter advocated a new principle of geography, there appeared many books,
treating the mutual relations between the earth and man. In the latter period of 19th
century, A. Guyot’s ‘“The Earth and Man" was welcomed by English-speaking nations
as the most conspicuous one among such books. On the other hand, in Japan Kanzo
Uchimura, a brilliant Christian thinker, who had already written the famous English
book “How I became a Christian”, published the “chijin-ron”, That was an essay
concerning to the man-land relationship. Dr. Akira Watanabe, the former voting
committee of Japan in the International Geographical Union, argued the Uchimura’s
book was merely half-translated edition of Guyot's book. 'The writer ailready had a
thought that Uchimura’s book was an original work conveying the new idea of geography
and world-wide mission of Japanese people who are to be the advocate of the Asia and
harbinger of the Europe. Surely Uchimura quoted several passages from Guyot’s book
and followed somewhat the Ritter and Guyot lines. But as a whole Uchimura never
commented upon Guyot’s geography. Comparing these two books, the writer found out
the differentiation of themn, rather than the identification, In adddition, the wirter
worked on the lives of these two personalities.

The writer expressed in this occation the deepest gratitude to Dr. Watanabe and
wants to dedicate this essay to him. And also the writer must remember the kindly
helps and appreciations of Dr. Tsujimura, Mr, Ishida and Mr. Kobori toward the author’s
former work, “Kanzo Uchimura and his Geography” in “Nihonshi Kenkyu” No. 7, 1949.



