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Hime 16, 160 633, 232 155, 346 258. 10 225, 4656 315.50
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Summary

The ISOJAKO or the great land division started in the middle of the 18th century
was still on its way in Sweden and Finland at the end of the century. Political, social,
financial and technical reasons delayed its completion and deteriorated its results with
some exceptions in some parts of Sweden and in Ostrobothnia. Even where it had
been carried out, those conditions which claimed it remained unsolved. The open
field system persisted around big clustered villages and field compulsion still forced
irrational farm management because the small and dispersed arable together with the
meadow under SOLSKIFTE had not been consolidated into sufficiently bigger parcel.

The ENSKIFTE originated by Maclean at Svancholm in Skine was legalized for

Sweden except Finland in 1807 with its radical principle, one farm one plot, modified
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and followed by LAGASKIFTE in 1827, Although Finland was surrendered to Russia
in 1809, the ISOJAKO Act under Swedish rule had been valid down to 1848 when
UUSJAKO started responding generally to Swedish LAGASKIFTE.

Learning radical experiment of ENSKIFTE in Sweden, Finland took moderate way
of land consolidation acceptable by farmers and practicable under her different physical
conditiohs. The isolated farm was recognized as ideal and dissolution of clustered
villages was recommended but not compelled. The compromise between ideal princi-
ple and actual being resulted in different regional responses as for village form. In certain
jakokuntas (a unit group among which members the land was divided and distributed)
where physical conditions allowed, clustered villages were dissolved into dispersed ones
and in others big villages were maintained. Anyway, more or less, through new land
division movement most of common forests were staked out, many individually owned
strips were consolidated and communal landscape were transformed. Combination of
farm building distribution and field pattern resulted in variable village types which are
called chess-board, star-shape, fish bone and mixed.

Apart from these problems of rural landscape, there were big changes in many aspects
of communal functions which had connected people, sometimes cross the village bound-
aries, as common ownership of forest, pasture and arable, cooperation on the field and
common duty for tax and so on.

The UUSJAKO had, as a matter of facts, two different aspects. The one is new
land division in narrower sense carried out where no modern land division had ever
been actualized so far and the other is so called adjustment of great land division done
where ISOJAKO had once been carried out with unsatisfiable effects. As for this pro-
blem, rather clear-cut regional difference is observed between north-eastern Finland
and south-western. Many of dispersed villages on more developed southern coastal

plain emerged through last mentioned adjustment of former ISOJAKO system.



