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Summary

The author of this paper has had wondered long time how there might he
some relationship between the so-called utopia or paradise of various people
and the geographical conditions of the lands where they live. But it is beyond
my power to discuss all instances of such an uopian thought. The author
only considered in this paper Sir Thomas More’s ‘Utopia’ and its geographical
background. Firstly he studied the brilliant and tragic lives of More and his
intimate friend D. Erasmus. Secondly he examined the motive and structure
of ‘Utopia’ which appeared in 1516. And he found Amerigo Vespucci’s influence
was very large upon More's work as the book itself related. Vespucci, though
not so popular as Columbus to the Japanese intellectual society, had put his
several voyages to the New World on record. Surely they contained some
unauthentic documents, but through the efforts of Martin Waldseemdiller, the
German geographer, his letters became popular among the European nations.
The author inspected the geography and cartography of the Age of Great
Discoveries, which is now known among us by the name of the Age of Great
Voyages. For we think the latter is the proper name because when Columbus
arrived the neibouring islands of America, there lived at least one million
Indios in North and South America. But main aim of this paper is not protests
to the name of Great Discoveries, rather the comparison of the words in the
letters of Amergo’s and in the ‘Utopia’. Naturally More quoted much sentenses
from the former, at least he had found the hints in the institution of the
Utopian Island, having no Lord but necessary properties in common, and
regarding gold as unworthy. Thus the author concluded that More’s work was
the product of the Age of Great Voyages.



