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Magical behaviors of nailing and needling

Masayoshi Mizuno

Summary

Behaviors of nailing and needling are quite popular in many cultures and societies.

This article provides some archaeological data showing the important roles, especially,

in religious or magical world. They are concerned with, for example, Enmi (BEfk —

nailing or needling for bridgng death or illness to hated persons), Kugizeme. Harizeme

($1# - $1#F — nailing or needling for driving devils away who cause decayed tooth or

nervous disease), Kugidome. Haridome (§788 « $1'8 — nailing and needling for allowing
missing persons or thieves to approach), and Sakaidate (3§37 — nailing or needling for

Detailed descriptions of the aims and

keeping curses away from special places),

practical procedures are found in some certain books on the manners.



